
How to Review and Edit Draft Focal Areas in Google Earth 
 
Open and Review 

1.  If you do not have Google Earth, download it from http://earth.google.com/ and install. 
2. Double-click the attached .kml file (NID_DraftFocalAreas_ForReview.kml). 

Google Earth will automatically open and will zoom to Idaho.  The draft focal area boundaries 
are shown in yellow, ecological section boundaries are in black. 

3. Use your scroll mouse or the zoom tool to zoom to a focal area of interest.   Keep in mind that 
these areas were identified and digitized at a map scale of 1:200,000. 
 

 
 

4. Click on an “ i “ to open the current attributes associated with the polygon. 

 
 

http://earth.google.com/


Drawing Paths (lines) and Polygons 
 
Two tools are available for drawing in Google Earth: 
             Add Polygon    and     Add Path 

 
 
To add either a path or a polygon… 
 
1.  Select the appropriate tool 
2. Using the left mouse button, click to outline the area of interest.  (In this case, I have added 

a new path.) 
 

 
 
3. Provide a name and description as to why this area should be included or deleted. 
4. If you make a mistake, you can right click on the appropriate path/poly in the “Places” menu 

and delete it. 

 



Saving and Sharing Your Edits with Me 
 
1.  Right click on “My Places” in the “Places” menu. 

 
2. Click “Save as” 
 

3. Save the file.  Note your file can have either a 
                     .kml or a .kmz extension. 

 
4. Email it to me! 

 
 
 

 
If you have text edits on the current attributes, please make those in a separate word document 
or email noting the name of the draft focal area. 
 
 

 
 


